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( XXXV ) 



PRESENTATION 



GOLD MEDALS, 

AWARDED RESPECTIVELY TO COUNT P. E. DE STRZELECKI AND 
PROFESSOR MIDDENDORFF. 



The President, Lord Colchester, addressing the first of these 
gentlemen, said : — 

" Count Paul Edmund de Strzelecki, — Your successful labours 
in the field of geography have been so frequently and so honourably 
mentioned in former addresses from this chair, that in now rising to 
state the reasons which induced the Council of this Society unanimously 
to bestow upon you one of its royal medals, I can do little more than 
reca[)itulate what has been already made familiar to the Society through 
the annual addresses of my predecessors. In the year 1841 we first 
learnt to estimate the value of your labours in the discovery of that ex- 
tensive tract of New South Wales denominated Gipps's Land, containing 
an extent of 5600 square miles, a navigable lake and several rivers, and 
from the richness of its soil and pasturage, presenting an inviting 
prospect to settlers. In 1844 was announced to us your more arduous 
exploration of the southern portion of that range of mountains which 
extends from north to south along the eastern side of New SouihWales, 
at no great distance from the coast, and are found continued in Van 
Diemen's Land. These mountains you traced continuously, on foot, 
from lat. 31° to 44° S., crossing them repeatedly, examining their cha- 
racter in detail, and ascertaining their mean height to be about 3500 
feet. 

" In the course of last year you have given to the public the result of 
your labours in the work entitled ' Physical Description of New South 
Wales and Van Diemen's Land,' comprehending the fruits of five 
years of continual labour during a tour of YOOO miles on foot. This 
work, treating, within a moderate compass, of the history and results 
of ihe surveys of those countries, of their climate, their geology, botany, 
and zoology, as well as of the physical, moral, and social state of the 
aborigines, and the state of colonial agriculture, the whole illustrated 
by comparisons with other countries visited by yourself in the course 
of twelve years' travel through moirt of the regions of the world, is a 
most valuable addition to our knowledge of this interesting portion of 
the globe ; and together with the beautiful geological map, constructed 
by yourself, and now exhibited before us (a reduction of which illus- 
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trates your work), and the energy and perseverance required to produce 
these results proclaim a geographer of no ordinary merit, and form the 
grounds on which has been awarded to you the medal of our royal 
founder, which I have now, in the name of the council, the pleasure to 
present to you." 

Count Strzelecki, in reply, said : — 

" My Lord, — I receive and accept, with the deepest emotions of 
honest pride, the medal which the Council of the Royal Geographical 
Society has condescended to award to me this day ; and I beg of you, my 
Lord, to make allowances for the diificulty I labour under in speaking 
of myself, and particularly in answering in phraseology such as I could 
■wish to the very flattering terms with which you have been pleased to 
accompany that award. 

" This, my Lord, is the third time that the Royal Geographical 
Society has done me the unexpected and undeserved honour of noticing 
my humble labours. At the anniversary meetings in 1844 and 1845 
that zealous and unwearied votary of science. Sir R. Murchison, then 
president of the Society, in his two annual addresses, delivered in this 
room, directed, in terms of the greatest liberality, the public attention to 
those labours then being printed. On the present anniversary the 
Society, through your Lordship, awards for them the highest reward 
which it has at its disposal : and although in these several instances I 
cannot trace my good fortune to other sources than to the kindness and 
generosity of the council ; still, to be the object of such sentiments on 
the part of one of the most enlightened and respected societies in Eu- 
rope, is, I must confess, the greatest and brightest honour that I could 
ever expect in this adopted home of mine.* 

" But whilst attempting to express how deeply and gratefully I am 
impressed by the flattering manifestations of your Lordship's condescen- 
sion and kindness towards me, I cannot repress the delight I feel at 
seeing that the Royal Geographical Society, in awarding medals to such 
men as Erman and Ritter, identifies itself more and more with the 
patronage and promotion of the philosophical knowledge of the earth, 
such as it is exhibited by the combined application of practical astro- 
nomy, geometry, physics, positive geology, mineralogy, botany, and 
zoology. Indeed the Royal Geographical Society must be regarded 
henceforth as the centre from which radiates encouragement to these 
sciences, and as the common focus to which their contributions to the 
knowledge of the habitable world converges. The branches of that 
knowledge, though different per se, are nevertheless, when applied to 
physical geography, as intimately linked together as are the phenomena 
in the economy of nature herself, and indeed such is their close connec- 
tion and mutual dependence, that in my humble contributions now 
before you, it was impossible for me to do justice to the subject of the 
climatology of New South Wales and Van Diemen's Land without first 
minutely investigating the horizontal and vertical configuration of the 
land, its geology, its flora, and the physical and chemical character of 
its soils. 

* Count Strzelecki, by birth a Prussian, has been naturalized as a British subject. 
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" That contribution, however, to which I allude, combining only such 
information as we possess concerning New South Wales and Van Die- 
men's Land, and showing the advantages and the need of more, is but a 
fragment of those researches which I have carried round the world. 
Should my health allow me to cope successfully with the evils of a 
sedentary life, I shall be but too proud to lay before the Royal Geo- 
graphical Society further results of those researches, and thus justify 
perhaps the generous sentiments with which your Lordship and the 
Geographical Society have this day honoured me." 

The President then addressed the meeting in these words : — 

" Gentlemen, — The very remarkable travels of Professor Midden- 
dorff in the northern and eastern extremities of Siberia have been so 
fully commented upon by my predecessor. Sir Roderick Murchison, in 
two anniversary discourses addressed to this Society, that 1 have simply 
to recall your attention to the eulogiums then passed on this original 
explorer, to satisfy you that the Council has well performed its duty in 
selecting him to receive one of our Royal medals. 

" When we look to the great results of Professor MiddendorfPs long 
and laborious expeditions, carried out under the severest privations, 
■whether when in surveying by land the great headland of Taimyr, and 
the region of the Yenesei, he threw light on the Boreal range of vege- 
tation, and on the intricate question of the frozen soil and subsoil of 
Siberia ; or, that we turn to the hitherto untrodden lands which he 
traversed on the coasts and islands of the sea of Ochotsk, or along the 
extreme northern boundaries of China; or again, if we consider the 
vast accessions to knowledge which he has afforded by the natural pro- 
ductions, both fossil and recent, which he brought back with him ; and, 
above all, when it has been announced that his triumphal return to St. 
Petersburgh created in that capital so much enthusiasm for our science, 
that an Imperial Geographical Society was thereon founded, and upon 
the model of this Society, I feel confident that all British geographers 
will rejoice in seeing that we pay our just tribute to so ardent and so 
enlightened an explorer of wild lands, whose outlines, and whose nature 
were previously almost unknown to us." 

Then turning to Sir R. Murchison, he continued: — 

" Sir R. Murchison, — In delivering into your hands the medal of 
our Royal Patron Her Most Gracious Majesty, awarded to Professor 
Middendorff, it gives me sincere pleasure that, in looking for a proper 
representative of that gentleman, it was not necessary to go out of our 
own body to find a member of the Imperial Academy of Sciences of St. 
Petersburgh, and a roan of science, whose distinguished merits are 
publicly recognised in that country equally as in his own. You will, I 
am sure, feel gratified in conveying to Professor Middendorff this token 
of the value placed upon his labours by the Society." 

Receiving the medal for Professor Middendorff, Sir R. Mur- 
chison replied : — 

"My Lord, — I thank you sincerely for making me the medium of 
communication with Professor Middendorff on this occasion, since I am 
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enabled to declare ray opinion that the Royal Greographical Society 
never made a juster award of its Victoria medal than by conferring it on 
the enterprising and modest Professor of Kief, for his extraordinary and 
successful labours in extending our knowledge of the geography and 
natural history of northern and eastern Siberia. 

" Professor Middendorff may well feel proud of the distinction, as he 
is the first Russian subject who has been similarly honoured ; and I 
hesitate not to express my conviction that this award will raise that 
distinguished naturalist still higher in the estimation of his countrymen, 
and may lead the Imperial Government to sanction the strong wish 
which he entertains to visit England, and compare the results of his 
researches with those of British geographers." 



